Resume` of contents of Meeting which RAM had with Dr Tonio Borg, Minister of Justice and Home Affairs and that was held at the Auberge d’Aragon on Tuesday 9th May 2006.

RAM met with Minister Tonio Borg, in his capacity as Minister of Justice and Home Affairs at the Auberge d’Aragon on Tuesday 9th May 2006.  His ministry covers the Police force and the Estates Management Division and for the purpose the Police Commissioner and Mr  Sciberras were called to attend.  RAM was represented by Lino Bugeja, Alex Vella and Louis Vella, president, secretary and Legal Commission chairman respectively.  It was a very cordial encounter very much appreciated by both sides, as topics discussed were related from every side according its respective viewpoint so that all parties learned of the grievances, aspirations and limitations of each other.  

The RAM delegation prepared a Memorandum for the occasion, which was left with the Minister, and to our satisfaction the Ministry was well prepared to answer the grievances raised through RAM’s Petition to Parliament last year and the ensuing Open Letter to the Minister of a few days earlier.

The highlights of the meeting concerned accessibility, enforcement of law, and eventual legislation. 

Accessibility:   RAM opined that once Fomm ir-Rih is impossible to access through the north side which has been barred by a garage door, access to the bay was only through the cliff side which not easy and could be risky for life and limb.  Mr Sciberras explained that no documents have so far surfaced that prove the north way was taken by the military or ever transferred from private hands, and although there were enforcement notices on the site there is no surety that the way could be reverted to what it was in the recent past.  The case with Munxar was different in that documentary evidence shows public paths and zones on the promontory.   So it was suggested, by the Minister himself, that the Public Works Dept render safer the path on the southern cliff to facilitate access.

Architect Sciberras confirmed that the Munxar issue has been verified according to researches carried out by RAM, with the coastal zone all marked public areas and the paths secured for the public.  The Minister heeded our request that paths there are not to be negotiated. It was also argued that shooting cannot take place unless the public paths are respected with regard to distance and direction of shoot. The Police Commissioner had in fact confirmed the regulations on these aspects of hunting at the previous meeting that RAM had with him last month.

Law Enforcement:  The Minister recommended close cooperation between RAM and the Estates Management Division through a sort of hotline, with a chosen official from the Division to specifically relate with RAM and immediately to examine (and act upon if deemed necessary) abuses and illegalities on access issues as they are brought up by RAM.  The Minister appreciated the awareness raised by RAM regarding rightful public access in the countryside and to the coastal areas, and the worsening situation was the reason behind his instruction that the Estates Management Division treats seriously and urgently RAM claims and act effectively upon them immediately. 

Legislation: The minister and the Estates Management Division appreciated in no small manner the awareness to the countryside issues which RAM has managed to create.  He promised that though the issues are complicated for eventual legislation, he was willing to use whatever legislation is in place to ensure access and stop abuse on particular sites that RAM will point out. 

Regarding the archaeological and historical sites that are held in private property, the Minister clarified that areas that have been taken over by Government through a President's proclamation prior to 1994, even though not paid for by the Government, such as Ras ir-Raheb,  can be legally accessed by the public and not even the owner can prohibit access.  Where such sites are not covered by such proclamation, access can only be granted by the rightful owners.  The Ministry has since 1994 required money up-front to reclaim such areas for the public because Lm50M were due by government for such expropriations effected prior to 1994, and it was not fair upon owners to wait for compensation.  Other departments and entities are fully aware of the law regarding expropriated areas and should get their act together to move authoritatively rather than refer to his Ministry when confronted by owners.

All in all a breath of fresh air in the opinion of the RAM delegation. 

